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Presidentõs Post   

 

Greetings fellow Bluenoses!   Another year draws to its conclusion. 

Another year where Rangers have been in their rightful position in 

Scottish football.  Scottish champions and sitting top of the league. 

Scottish football has always been of a cyclical nature. Peaks and 

troughs, good t imes bad times for Rangers. The last three seasons 

have been nothing short of miraculous given Rangers off the field 

troubles. Can Rangers go on to claim a fourth title in a row?  Only time 

will tell. Rangers trail blazed to a fourteen point lead at one po int but 

the recent dip in form has seen the Mendicantõs claw back the deficit. 

No one ever claimed the league title to be over in November bearing in 

mind the impending HMRC tax case.  The injury to Stevie Naismith has 

been a huge blow and we all wish him well in his recovery. Potentially 

we could lose several key players in the January transfer window. How 

will this impact our title challenge? One thing is for certain. It will take 

a monumental effort to capture the league this season.  

  

Rangers FC - figh ting on all fronts  

 

Itõs now abundantly clear to all bluenoses that Rangers are fighting a 

war in Scotland. Each year Rangers win the league the ôsellickõ minded 

forces have intensified their attacks to new unthinkable levels. The 

call on their friends in the media, the SFA, the SPL , their church, 

political groups and pressure groups like Nil by Mouth and FARE.  A 

mult i -pronged attack on all things Rangers is now being waged in 

Scotland. The end game for these groups is the closure of Rangers 

Football club . Make no mistake this is their raison dõ°tre.  How 

refreshing  it was to see the long overdue ban on the BBC  with the 

attacks on Ally McCoist  and Craig Whyte. This leaves no doubts in 

anyoneõs mind about the agenda within the walls of the BBC Scotlandõs 

headquarters at Pacific Quay . 

 

There are countless examples of BBC Scotlandõs agenda ð too many to 

list here. This is not the work of one or two lunatic fringe Celtic fans 

plott ing their next subversive after -hours moves in darkened BBC 

offi ces. This is a concerted effort of entire departments within BBC 

Scotland whose goal is to demonise Rangers Football club at every 

opportunity.  To produce the Ally McCoist edit how many BBC staff 

would have been involved? One, two, ten staff members? What  was the 

motivation behind showing Ally McCoist smirking at the serious issue  
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Presidents post - continued  

 

of sectarianism in Scottish football?  The effort to manipulate the 

footage in such a fashion as to show the manager of Rangers FC in a 

bad light is  of war time propaganda proportions.  Why are the staff 

members involved still employed by BBC Scotland? The once world 

renowned bastion of impartial quality news broadcasts has been 

allowed to fall into the hands of agenda driven maniacs. Hereõs hoping 

th e ban will prompt the head office in London to take some action 

against the Pacific Quay CSC. I believe it was Edmund Burke that said 

ôAll that is necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothingõ. 

Never has there been a more important time for the Rangers 

supporting community to unite and fight for our club.  

 

ORSA AGM  FEB 24 - 26 TH  2012 ð PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA  

Ticket sales are going well for the ORSA weekend in Perth. We have 

confirmed bookings from all over Australia. Great to see a big 

cont ingent coming from Sydney and the usual faces from Brisbane and 

Adelaide. Darwin will be represented by Andy P and congratulat ions to 

Andy for setting up Darwinõs first Rangers Soccer Schools  visit  and the 

subsequent  tv and newspaper coverage. It would be really good to see 

some of my old muckers from NZ so hereõs hoping a few well kent 

faces will make the trip. Distance and cost is a big factor but as a 

bloke in my old local used to say ôyer a long time deidõ. Iõm looking 

forward to the Perth trip already and Iõm sure it will be a huge success 

 

I hope all the bears and their bear families have a fantastic festive 

holiday period. Each new year I take a moment just before the bells to 

reminisce on the past years events. This year will be no different. My 

fondest memory of the year, in footballing t erms, without a doubt was 

the league clincher at Kilmarnock. A superb five star performance 

capped off with a superb five star bouncy on the steps of the Victorian 

Parliament with jubilant Melbourne bears.  After the bells Iõll sing the 

sash my father wore  ( another must -do tradition ;) ) then I hope 

everyone will join me in raising a whisky filled glass to The Rangers  

Football club, their continued success and the Rangers supporting 

community throughout the world!  Cheers, stay safe and good health 

for 20 12!  

 

Chris Thorburn.  

ORSA President.  

Psalm 95:7 For He Is Our God and We Are The People!!!  

SA  C 
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Matt Makes the Grade!  

 

In late August, ORSA Secretary, Andy 

McKnight met up with the latest Aussie 

whoõll have the privilege to pull on the 

famou s light blue shirt, ex -Brisbane 

Roar captain, Matt McKay. The delayed 

start to his Rangers career due to his 

Socceroosõs duties was frustrating for 

him (and all of us) but he was very 

keen to keep the momentum up for the 

national  side going into the World Cup 

Qualifiers and after playing a starring 

role in the recent Asian cup campaign.  

 

On behalf of all the ORSA bears, Andy wished him all the best for his 

Rangers career and presented him with the small gift of the Gallant 

Pioneers book for the flight over to Scotland.   Whilst Matt  had heard all 

about the passion of the fans and our world record as the worldõs most 

successful club, heõs also now well informed about the real story of 

what makes up the DNA of our great club and our founding fathers.  

 

Since a rriving in Scotland, 

weõve not seen too much of 

Matt with a brief subõs 

appearance at Dundee United, 

a full 90 minutes in the 

friendly against Liverpool  

(including being voted the  

sponsors man -of -the -match) , 

and making the bench against  

Aberdeen (but no ga me time ).  He since showed more of what we all 

know he can do with a good performance in the 3-1 win over Dundee 

United,  playing in the unfamiliar role off the main striker. He  managed 

to set up two goals for Jelavic and heõs hopefully given us all a glimp se 

of whatõs to come in his Ibrox career.  Whilst everyone is gutted at the 

injury to Steven Naismith, Matt might be one of those players in the 

squad whoõll now be able to take advantage of Naismithõs bad fortune.   

 

From everyone at Brisbane RSC and ORSA we're more than confident 

that Matt wonõt let anyone down and we wish him every success at the 

world's most successful club ! 
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ORSA AGM FEBRUARY 24 -26
th

 FEBRUARY 2012 ð PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA  

 

PERTH WA RSC will host their first ORSA event over the weekend of 24th to 26th February 

2012. We extend an invitation to all bluenoses to attend what promises to be a fantastic 

weekend.   Rangers 9 -in -a-row legend Andy ôThe Goalieõ Goram and the Italian Stallion and 

former Captain, Lorenzo Amoruso will be the guests of honourTickets to the events are on 

sale now to ORSA members, on a first come -first served basis .  Not a member of an ORSA 

RSC?  Then contact us  to  become registered with your nearest RSC. ORSA membership costs 

$10 AUD per season.  

      

Thursday 23rd February 2012  

Ø  Evening - Meet and greet for overseas and interstate visitors ð Time/Venue (on request)  

 

Friday 24th February 2012  

Ø  Morning ð Golf  ð 8am first tee -off at  Peninsula Golf Course (Maylands)  

Cost $85 p/p includes Green Fees, Motorised Buggies & Gourmet BBQ Lunch  

(+$15 club hire if required - Needs to be pre -booked ð contact Perth RSC)  

Ø  Ev ening ð Gloucester Park  Trots  ð Cost $10 (Pay at the gate)  

 

Saturday 25th February 2012  

Ø  Morning ð 2012 ORSA AGM 10.00am sharp at  Floreat Athena F.C.  

Ø  Afternoon ð BBQ & Beat òThe Goalieó competition at Floreat Athena F.C. 

Ø  Evening ð Dinner Dance at  Floreat Athena F.C  

Cost $65 p/p includes buffet dinner and special guests as after -dinner sp eakers  

(Needs to be pre -booked ð contact Perth RSC)  

 

Sunday 26th of February 2012  

Ø  Midday onwards ð Farewell Drinks  - Lucky Shag  pub on the Swan River  

 

To mark the event ORSA will be creating a commemorative  program . Weõd be keen to hear 

from any bluenose businesses or RSCõs throughout the world that would be interested in 

taking out a half page ($50) or full page ($100) ad in the program . Everyone who places an 

advert gets a progra m signed by our special gue sts.  For further details of the events, 

commemorative program or if you want to confirm your attendance, please contact Perth 

RSC at  perthrrsc@hotmail.com  or ORSA  at president@oceaniarsa.com  

  

mailto:secretary@oceaniarsa.com
http://maylandsgolf.com.au/
http://www.gloucesterpark.com.au/gloucester-park/
http://www.floreatathenafc.com.au/
http://www.floreatathenafc.com.au/
http://www.luckyshagbar.com.au/
mailto:perthrrsc@hotmail.com
mailto:president@oceaniarsa.com
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Rangers Supporters Assembly AGM ð ORSA Delegates in Attendance  

 

ORSA Secretary Andy McKnight and Gary Bellingham from Perth RSC were the ORSA 

delegates at the Rangers Supporters Assembly AGM  which was  held at Ibrox  at the end of 

September.  All the heavy -hitters were present including the Chairman and Owner Craig 

Whyte, Director of Football Gordon ôSmudgerõ Smith, Chief Operations Officer Ali Russell, 

Head of Business Development Jacqueline Gourlay, Supporters Liais on Manager Jim Hannah 

and Ramsay Smith who is Director at Media House (Rangers PR).   Sadly, Rangers Manager, 

Legend and all time top scorer Mr Alistair McCoist MBE had a family commitment and was 

unable to attend.   This meeting  gives the delegates the opportunity to directly engage with 

the board and it was pleasing to see the new regime make the time in their busy schedules 

to sit down and listen to the views, opinions, feedback and some of the usual moans an d 

groans from around the table.  Andy Kerr, RSA President welcomed the esteemed guests 

whilst Jim Hannah kept the meeting ticking over to the previously circulated agenda.    A 

wide ranging agenda discussed some of the following key issues:  

 

ü Craig Whyteõs ôprivilegeõ to be our new owner and chairman 

ü The reality of the tough times weõre facing to increase revenue, reduce costs and keep 

a winning team on the park  

ü How the ôbumps along the wayõ (e.g. HMRC) will require some serious decisions to be 

made but that our new owner has plans in place to deal wit h it  

ü How Ali Russell is encouraged by what the future holds and spoke of the demands of 

loyalty made by our great support to and by the club as the basis in which we can work 

collaboratively  

ü Smudger and Ramsay Smith were equally frustrated by the media rep orting of our 

summer transfer business and spoke of how theyõve adopted new strategies to handle 

the press  

ü How Murray Park will re -focus on ôbest practiceõ to deliver the best young Scottish 

talent for Rangers  

ü That the board are looking at new markets and local partnerships for ôsister 

academiesõ and how theyõll seek assistance from the Rangers Family in making these 

connections locally  

ü The success of Rangers Official Facebook page (now over 200,000 likes) and the way 

forward proposed by the newly created S ocial  Media Officer to harness this worldwide 

interest  

ü How a Rangers museum is still bubbling away as part of the larger strategic and 

commercial opportunities that the new board are investigating  

 

Overall, the tone of the joint meeting was positive and the chairman, board and management 

team all seem to be on the same page going forward.   It does appear that no stone is being 

left unturned in their appraisal of the club and that a collaborative dialogue with the support 

will be actively encouraged as the y look to bring success and stability on and off the park.  As 

always a ctions, speak louder than words . 
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Follow Down Under ð Charity T -shirt  

 

Once again those  purveyors of fine Rangers merchandise and accessories, Andy & 

Tanya Power, through  the official Aus & NZ Rangers store - Follow Down Under  - have 

been making sure that the good name of Rangers FC getõs spread far and wide!  

 

With the assistance of Rangers FC  and JJB , they  have commissioned a un ique design 

for a charity t -shirt which allows the bears to not only look smart this summer but to do 

you bit for two great charities - Miracles Babies Australia and Mercy Indonesia.   

 

        
 

                      

 

Pr oceeds from the first batch have allowed Mercy Indonesia to purchase toys, games 

and books for  orphans in Attambua and as you can see the local kids were very happy!  

 

The Charity T -Shirts and other great offers on Rangers merchandise and accessories 

are all avail able from Follow Down Under .  So do yourself, and these kids, a favour by 

visiting the store and making a purchase!  

 

Andy and Tanya say a big thanks to  everyone who has purchased the Charity t -shirts 

and they  look forward to seeing you all resplendent in your t -shirts at the ORSA AGM in 

Perth in February 2012.  Theyõll be in attendance on behalf of the Northern Territory 

Loyal as well being sponsors of the Inaugural Follow Down Under Golf Classic.  

 

http://www.followdownunder.com.au/
http://www.followdownunder.com.au/
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  Melbou rne City Loyal RSC  

Bus trip to Langwarrin based MGRSC  

 

Apart from Sydney, Melbourne is probably the only city down under where an inter -

Rangers Supporters Club bus trip is possible. The MCLRSC committee were keen from 

the get go to visit our South Eastern neighbours, the MGRSC, and begin what will 

hopefully be an annual event. Saturday 10 th  of September  and Rangers were to take on 

Dun dee  Utd with a good early kick off time so this was pencilled in as an ideal chance to 

head down the Monash freeway to meet up with our bluenose brothers in Langwarrin.   

Anyone who has ever been part of a supporters club back home in the UK will fondly 

reminisce of the away trips to Aberdeen, Tannadice and Easter Road in Scotland. 

Friendlies in England and Euro matches on the continent would see bus loads of bears 

heading down the M6. Everyone loved the banter, the camaraderie and the sing songs on 

the long road trips following the bears on tour. With this in mind we tried to recreate the 

supporterõs bus experience and take the 50km trip to the Melbourne Glasgow Rangers 

Suppor ters Club rooms in Langwarrin.  

 

We met up early doors at the Imperial Hotel on Bourke St in the city centre. Around 

twenty five MCLRSC members were set to make the trip and it was dead cert that El 

Buckfast o would make an appearance. The bus arrived on time. It looked very similar to 

an old single decker Glasgow corpy bus wit h slightly different features ( more on this 

later). The bus driver was a  dead ringer for Billy Connolly . The giveaway was the 

gobsmacke d look on his coupon when he was asked for ôtwo returns to Auchenshoogleõ.  

The bus was quickly decked out in the colours and the pre -requisite Union flag was 

planted firmly on the back window.   Party tunes on, cans cracked open and we were off.  

It turne d out that this was the bus driverõs first night on the job. Iõm not sure if he knew 

quite what to make of bears follow following.  Just like being back home on the 

supporterõs bus? Well almost. The main differences being the full karaoke machine, the 

flas hing disco lights, the smoke machine, the bevy and the freedom to smoke and sing 

the Billy boys at your leisure. Get it right up you Alex ôstormtrooperõ Salmond! 
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MCLRSC bus trip - continued  

 

ôStop the bus I need a pee peeõ and we pulled into a garage to use their facilities. The 

driver made his way into ask if it was okay to use the single toilet while everyone lined 

up against the bus in true football fan style. Everyone had splashed their bo ots and were 

back on the bus by the time the driver had okayed the use of the restroom. Back on the 

road again and it wasnõt totally unexpected when the driver announced that he was lost. 

How did people survive back in the day without a mobile phone with b uilt in GPS?  Weõre 

coming, weõre coming, weõre coming down the road, when you hear the noise of the 

Melbourne City Boys when we entered the car park and weõd arrived safely at the 

clubrooms.  

 

The MGRSC club rooms are really fantastic and well worth a visi t if you havenõt been 

before. A great venue with a huge club crest taking up an entire wall, superb multi -media 

hardware and great bar prices. Overall a superb facility that any RSC would be proud of. 

The MGRSC laid on some steak pie, mushy peas and a warm  welcome which was really 

appreciated by the travelling bears.  The game itself flashed by as Rangers managed a 

narrow 1 -0 win courtesy of a headed goal by the big Ulster gazelle.  

 

The fluorescent bibbed ôMufty Marshallsõ made sure we were all on board the bus and we 

headed back up to the city immediately after the game.  The party bus was in full swing 

and bounced all the way up the road to the Imperial Hotel bar.   A huge thank you from 

the MCLRSC to the MGRSC for hosting our club. As usual the MGRSC uphel d the proud 

traditions of Rangers Football C lub and we hope this is the start of a long lasting 

relationship between the two supporters clubs. A special thank you to Gary and Leigh -

Anne behind the bar, the pie cook and all the MGRSC members for their hospi tality.  

 

Next stop - bus trip to John Brown Loyal in Adelaide anyone???   
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Lorenzoõs Kitchen 

 

Great to hear that former Rangers captain Lorenzo Amoruso will be joining Andy Goram  on 

the trip to Dubai, Hong Kong and finally Perth WA for the ORSA AGM weekend. No doubt 

there will be lots of discussion between now and then on Lorenzoõs contribution to the 

success of Rangers Football club but Iõd like to take this opportunity to look at Lorenzo ð 

the author. Lots of bluenoses might be unaware that Lorenzo brought out his own cook book 

in 2002.  The nomadic lifestyle of a footballer quickly took its toll on Lorenzo and he 

realised how much he took his Mammaõs cooking for granted. Often heõd be on the phone to 

his Mamma asking for advice on a particular sauce or ingredient  and thus he became quite 

an accomplished cook and decided to put his skills on paper with the book ôLove Food ð 

Amorusoõs Italian cook bookõ. 

 

 

 

 ôYou can tell from what a girl eats and how she eats it  what she will be like in bed.... Itõs an 

intuitive thing but 99% of the time Iõm rightõ 

 

 ôIf you go to bed with your stomach full and bloated, you are not going to perform so wellõ 

 

 The big chap sets the juices flowing with some traditional Italian dishes from starters 

through to meat, fish and pasta dishes.  Hereõs an example with his Mammaõs own 

Ge novese traditional Pesto sauce:  

1 clove of garlic, finely chopped  

2 fl oz Olive oil  

25g /1oz finely chopped basil  

2ox pine kernals  

25g/1oz freshly grated parmesan cheese  

Place the basil, garlic, pine nuts and parmesan in a food processor ð whiz until smooth  

Drizzle in the olive oil and continue the processing  

Store the pesto in small jars and cover with olive oil. Keep in a co ol place for up to 1 week.  

 

Here end -ith ORSAõs first cooking section and in true dear -Sunday Post -style ,  donõt be shy 

in sending in your M awõs top cooking tips!    Even better g et yourself along to the ORSA 

bash in Perth to meet the big man in person  and  pass them on for his next book ! 

 

 

The book has a superb foreword section where Lorenzo 

treats the reader to top tips on cooking and you get to 

understand the motivation behind the hot blooded 

Italianõs thought process. Lorenzo explains that the 

entire  dining experience is merely a precursor to the 

guaranteed bedroom activities to follow.    

 

Here are some of the big manõs classic lines: 

 


